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(54) DECIDING METHOD FOR LIFE OF LASER LIGHT SOURCE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve a life deciding accuracy even if apparatuses are irregular in a 
method for deciding a life of a laser light source to decide a life of the light source to be 
used for an optical disk apparatus, etc. 

CONSTITUTION: A laser light source 100 for generating optical power responsive to a 
current, and a controller 44 for setting a current value of the light source are provided. A 
desired operation is performed by a light emitted from the light source 100. A nonvolatile 
memory 45 is provided in the controller 44. A current value is previously varied by the 
controller 44, the light source is so regulated that the power of the light source 100 
becomes a predetermined value, and the regulated value is stored as an initial value in 
the memory 45. In the case of the regulation at the time of operating an apparatus, the 
initial value of the memory 45 is read, and a life of the light source 100 is decided by 
comparing it with a regulated value of the regulation. 
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(54) OPTICAL DISK DRIVING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily judge the quality of the laser diode of the optical 
system for optical disk of an optical disk driving device. 

SOLUTION: This device is an optical disk driving device having the laser diode 2 of an 
optical system for optical disk 1 and actual current detecting means 4, 6 detecting the 
current value of this laser diode 2 at the time when the diode 2 emits a prescribed light 
quantity, a microcomputer for control 7 and a nonvolatile memory and a current value 
IOPO at the time when this laser diode 2 of the optical system for optical disk emits the 
prescribed light quantity at the time of a factory shipment is made to be stored in this 
memory and the device judges the quality of the diode 2 by comparing the current value 
of the prescribed light quantity at the time of a factory shipment which is stored in the 
memory with an actual current value at the time when the diode emits the prescribed 
light quantity which is to be obtained at the output side of the actual current detecting 
means 4, 6 by the microcomputer 7. 
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